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Connecting
people to their

ocean
How to make people not only
aware, but also ResponSEAble?
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To understand your influence on the ocean and 
the ocean’s influence on you.#1
To understand your influence as an individual, 
professional and social being.#2
To be able to communicate responsibilities for the 
ocean to others and take responsible actions#3

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE 
OCEAN LITERATE?
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Three pillars of ocean literacy
(The ResponSEAble concept):

• What type of knowledge?
• Who should be targeted?
• What communication process?
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ResponSEAble Key Stories:  six challenging 
environmental pressures for the ocean 

Microplastics and cosmetics

Eutrophication and agriculture

Invasive alien species and ballast water

Sustainable fisheries 

Marine renewable energy

Coastal Tourism 



5

www.responseable.eu

Geographical scope of the Key Stories

The Black Sea  

The Mediterranean Sea

The Baltic Sea

The North‐East Atlantic Sea

EU‐wide
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The ResponSEAble Ocean literacy products

Four groups of products will be developed and tested in 
the real world environment to assess effectiveness
1. Interactive media/platforms/games – platforms on cruise

ships/ferries, online board game about consumers (ocean
footprint) 

2. Media – series of short films, youtube film competition, social 
media campaigns

3. Education for youth – summer workshop for children in Spain 
– with Marine foundation ( underwater sculptures)

4. Education for professionals – maritime academies, educating
fishermen
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Interactive Internet Platform
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Thank You

Trond.Kristiansen@niva.no
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Dag.Hjermann@niva.no


