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JERICO  
Joint European Research Infrastructure network for Coastal Observatories

A proposed EC-project in response to the call CAPACITY – Research 
Infrastructures  INFRA-2010-1.1.20

Research infrastructure for coastal research 
including for Integrated Coastal Zone Management 

and Planning

Patrick Farcy (IFREMER), Wilhelm  Petersen (GKSS)

The project is evaluated and has an overall mark of 13,5/15 

The list of selected projects will be known at the end of this week
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JERICO Aims:
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JERICO: content and 
organisation

Networking activities (NA)
Trans-National Access (TNA) –
Service Activities (SA)
Joint Research Activities (JRA)
Management (M)
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JERICO

Networking activities (NA):

• WP1 : A common strategy, including definition and 
implementation aspects

• WP2 : Strengthening regional aspects

• WP3 : Harmonizing technological aspects
• WP4 : Harmonization operation and maintenance     

methods
• WP5 : Data distribution
• WP6 : Public outreach and education
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JERICO 
partners

N° Participant organisa tion nam e Acronym Country 

1 Ins ti tu t Français  d e  Re che rche  po ur l'Exp lo itatio n de  la Me r Ifre me r France  

2 F innish Environm ent Institute SYKE Finland  

3 Ins ti tu te  o f Hyd ro -Eng ine e ring  o f the  Po lish Acade my o f 
Sc ie nces IBWP AN Po land  

4 Danish Me te o ro log ical Ins titute  DMI  De nmark 

5 No rwe g ian Ins titu te  fo r Wate r Re se arch NIVA No rway 

6 Ins ti tu te  o f Marine  Rese arch IMR No rway 

7 Dutch  re se arch institute  fo r w ate r, so il and  sub surface  
issues  DEL TARES Ne the rland s  

8 Is tituto  Nazio nale  d i Oce anog rafia e  d i Geo fis ica 
Spe rime ntale  OGS Italy  

9 Co nsig lio  Naz io nale  de lle  Rice rche  CNR Italy  

10 Unive rs ity  o f Malta  UOM Malta 

11 Hellenic  Centre for M arine Researc h  HCMR Gre e ce  

12 Natural Env iro nme nt Re se arch Co uncil NERC UK 

13 Natio nal  Ins titu te  fo r Ge op hys ics and  Vo lcano lgy  INGV Italy  

14 Ins ti tu te  fo r Co astal Re se arch GKSS Ge rmany 

15 Manag e me nt Unit o f the  No rth Se a Mathe matical Mo de ls  MUMM  Be lg ium 

16 The Sec retary of State for En vironm ent, Food & Rural Affairs CEFAS UK 

17 Swedish M eteorological and Hydrological Institute  SMHI Swe de n 

18 Consejo Superior de Investigac iones C ientific as CSIC Sp ain (Bale aric) 
19 Ro yal Ne the rland s Institute  fo r Se a Re se arch  NIO Z Ne the rland s  

20 M arine Institute M I Ire land  

21 Blue Lobster I.T . BL UK 

22 AZT I Tec hnalia AZTI Sp ain 

23 Ins ti tu t N atio nal d e s Sc ie nce s d e  l'Unive rs  – Ce ntre  Natio nal  
d e la Reche rche Scie ntifiq ue  INSU/C NRS France  

24 Instituto H idrográfico IH Po rtug al 
25 Institute of O c eanology - Bulgarian Ac adem y of Sc ienc es IO-BAS Bulg aria 

26 Puertos del Estado PUERTO Sp ain 
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JERICO Budget Distribution

planned total budget: ~9 M€
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JERICO workpackage links
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FERRYBOX IN JERICO
WP3 : HARMONIZING TECHNOLOGICAL ASPECTS

Task  3.1: Ferrybox (FB)
Objectives

• review current status and best technical  practice of FB systems
– state of the art,  input to Joint Research Activities (JRA)

– best practise, identification of gaps

• harmonizing issues between systems

• harmonizing data (e.g. for better comparability)

• technical solutions for integrating new sensors (partly developed in WP10)

• define consensual procedures for using FerryBox data in validation of earth 
observation data 
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FERRYBOX IN JERICO
WP4 : Harmonization operation and maintenance

Task 4.3: End to end quality assurance 
Subtask 4.3.2: Ferry Box (NOCS, GKSS, SYKE)
– FerryBoxes are characterised by the measurement of core variables (T, S, Chl a, 

Turbidity) which are currently measured with different sensors by different 
operators. This equipment diversity is true for additional measurements (eg
nutrients, O2) which are not on all FerryBox operations. To enable regional 
comparisons, this diversity in sensors and variables requires transparency in 
best practices in all phases of the setup (e.g. sensor type, deployment, housing, 
calibration etc). Such transparency will enable adoption of common procedures 
and hence lead to quality assurance.

Task 4.4: Running costs
Subtask 4.4.2: Ferry Box (NIVA, NOCS, GKSS)
– Similar Ferry Box systems are operated across Europe. Due to their relatively 

small variability (number of sensors etc) these systems provide an excellent 
example for running cost analysis and comparison. During JERICO different 
systems will be analysed in terms of costs and compared particularly across 
different areas.
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NavOp Project

OBJECTIVES:

•Observation of physical and biogeochemical parameters
along regular routes of ships of opportunity

•Validation of the hydrodynamic and ecosystem models

•Validation and colocalization of satellite observations 
•Monitoring of the biogeochemical parameters of the coastal Sea‐water (European 
Marine Strategy)

•Validation of the forecast models (PREVIMER)

•Information and consciousness‐raising of passengers aboard the Brittany Ferries ships

•Supply of the database Coriolis
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NavOp Project

RESOURCES:
• 1 Ferrybox 4H‐JENA+Sampler on the MV 

ARMORIQUE (Roscoff‐Plymouth)

• 1 Ferrybox 4H‐JENA on the MV PONT‐AVEN 
(Roscoff‐Plymouth‐Cork‐Santander)

AREAS:
• Western English 

Channel
• Celtic Sea
• Bay of Biscay
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PARTNERS:
• Station Biologique de Roscoff (CNRS‐INSU‐Université

Pierre et Marie CURIE)

• Ifremer (PREVIMER)

• Brittany Ferries

SCHEDULE:
• March‐April 2010 ‐ Acceptance Tests in laboratory and handling of 

devices

• June 2010 ‐ Installation aboard the MV ARMORIQUE

• September 2010 ‐ Installation aboard the MV PONT‐AVEN

NavOp Project
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www.ferrybox.org
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Summary:

• JERICO infrastructure project, duration 4 
years, start 2011?

• Harmonizing FerryBox acitivities (systems, 
instruments and data)

• Harmonizing FerryBox data exchange
common regional databases??

• Extend FB systems to new parameters (e.g. 
pCO2…)

• new French FB systems in the Atlantic in 2010


