
Ferry-box lines
An important component of a European 

ocean observing system

Background for a discussion



Observations not taken today are 
lost forever



Global Monitoring for Environment and 
Security, GMES / DG Enterprise

The GMES Marine System Design

EuroGOOS area of interest

ESA

EEA

Implemented by MyOcean



Maritime Policy / DG MARE



Funding challenges

• Sustained observations
• Implementation projects
• R&D and pilot projects
• Data management



European problems/challenges 
• National

– All resources are originally national, most of them to 
satisfy national needs or duties.

• European
– Political initiatives that will be implemented

• GMES, EMODNET, European Research Infrastructure, ....
– EEA, EMSA

• Projects
– European Commission and ESA finance R&D projects to 

support political initiatives
• EDIOS, ESEAS, Ferry Box, MerSea. SEPRISE, SeaDataNet, 

ECOOP, MyOcean 1, MyOcean 2 ?, EuroARGO, EuroSites, ....

How will project achievments be sustained?



Present structure of EuroGOOS
General Members Meeting

Elected Board

Executive Director Office

Working Groups

Task Teams
European Regional Systems

BOOS

IBIROOS

MOON

NOOS

Science

Technology

Data exchange

Products

MoUs

Black Sea GOOS

MedGOOSArctic ROOS

Future organisation

Atlantic TT

ESEAS



New organisation (EIG) 
One high level representative (consortium) for each nation 

DRAFT. Under discussion and development in the EuroGOOS Expert Group on 
the future EuroGOOS



How do we keep the momentum in  
the joint Ferry box initiative ?

• Network of excellence
• WG in EuroGOOS
• Separate organisation
• Voluntary programme in future ”EuroGOOS”
• ERIC/ Coastal observatories
• Host for next workshop
• Workplan with commitments
• ???


